
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Conference Theme 

 

Economic Migration: Community Awareness and Expectations of 

Illegal Routes 
 

Despite governmental and non-governmental efforts to control the influx of migrants into Europe, the crises 

continue to impose serious challenges to the nations involved especially destination countries like Italy, Spain 

and Greece, Germany and so on. 

Efforts to stop or control migration seems be an enormous  task for policy makers and academics. Every day 

presents new challenges. Migrants exploits new methods to by-pass border control while at the same time 

there are loopholes in cooperation between countries and organizations involved along the Mediterranean.   

Consequently, the challenges persist. Migrants are left to survive or to fend for themselves. They have little 

or no rights and receive little or no protection from injury both en route and upon arrival. 

  

The African Conference on Trans-Mediterranean Migration 

Buea, Cameroon 
May 27-29 

Abuja, Nigeria 
August 27-29 

Mogadishu, Somalia 
November 27-29 



 

 

  

The African Conference on Trans-Mediterranean Migration will largely focus on  Economic Migration from 

Africa to Europe through the Sahara desert and eventually the Mediterranean sea. The UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) ascertains that 7 in 10 people found crossing the Mediterranean are not legitimate 

refugees but are economic migrants, while the rest may be in genuine “need for protection”.  

Thousands of this migrants travel through Libya and end up as victims to life-threatening insecurity, 

instability, difficult economic conditions plus widespread exploitation and abuse. It is believed that more than 

one million migrants from west, central and east Africa are currently in one of the the north African countries, 

seeking for an opportunity to cross into Europe or simply in detention camps. These claims are backed by 

UNHCR special envoy for the central Mediterranean, Vincent Cochetel, who said there was “no slowing 

down” in the human convoys attempting the dangerous crossing. 

A more disturbing case is the heavy dead toll in the Mediterranean. Since 2016, close to 5000 migrants mainly 

from Africa have lost their lives or simply disappeared crossing the Mediterranean. Thousands more die or 

disappeared on the Sahara desert en route to Morocco, Libya, Algeria or Tunisia. A large number of these are 

economic migrants on adventure to Europe to seek better living conditions for themselves and their families.   

Economic Migration can largely be blamed on little or no information on the part of the migrants before 

leaving their countries. Prior to leaving their countries, migrants have no understanding on the risks involved 

, the challenges ahead and the nature of the journey. Most of them are lured, deceived and betrayed into the 

adventure by human smugglers and traffickers who collect huge sum of money and promise to safely take 

them to Europe.  

The conference will there focus on designing policies and action plans to involve the local communities in the 

global struggle to control economic migration. Guns and border control in Europe cannot solve migration 

crises. But effective community awareness and participation will. The only way to reduce the number of 

persons illegitimately moving from Africa to Europe is to educate Africans about the challenges, the risks and 

especially what to expect when taking illegitimate routes . 

Europe and the international community should employ this new approach to contain the Migration crises. 

Migration should be controlled at the departure countries not at destination countries.  

https://www.express.co.uk/latest/migrant-crisis


 

 

The ACTMM2018 conference will bring together individual participants, representatives of the civil society, 

other organizations and government agencies and the international to hold information sessions to stop people 

from migrating through illegal illegitimate routes.  The three-day event will have two phases; a two-day 

intensive presentation and information sessions. The last day is scheduled to host activities to inform and 

commission the local team on a one-month cross country campaign on illegitimate migration and  community 

awareness.  

In conjunction with our Global Partners, we look forward to extending you a warm welcome in 2018. 

For information about financial support to participants,please visit our Grants & Scholarships page or send 

us an email.  

 

Call for papers 

We kindly ask scholars, policy makers, or practitioners, community and international organizations,  

academics and local governement authorities for contributions and help to shape the conference through 

submissions of research abstracts, proposals, papers .  

Please submit an abstract by email to info@youthprojectafrica.org by 15 April 2018, Please include: Title of 

Paper, Full Name (s), Current Position, Institutional Affiliation, an email address and at least 3 keywords that 

best describe the subject of your submission. Decisions will be reached within three weeks of your 

submission.  

 

If your submission is accepted, you will receive information on registration deadlines and paper submission 

requirements. Should you wish to participate in the Conference without presenting a paper, for example, to 

chair a session, to evaluate papers which are to be included in the conference proceedings or any other 

contribution, please use the same email to contact us… 
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https://iafor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b85b3716400c307314124fc4&id=3ffea5bff5&e=741fc2f63c
https://iafor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b85b3716400c307314124fc4&id=e7f5993a09&e=741fc2f63c
mailto:info@youthprojectafrica.org

